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Did You Know? 
Ten Fun Facts About Donkeys 

 
1. Donkeys are highly intelligent and can remember places and other 

donkeys upwards of 25 years ago. 
 
2. Donkeys rely more on their fight instinct than flight. They will assess 

situations before acting. This behavior helps them survive in harsh 
environments. 

 
3. A donkey‛s bray is unique to them and helps other donkeys recognize 

one another. Their bray can be heard over 3 kilometers away. 
 
4. Donkeys have been used as working animals for more than 5 000 years. 

With proper equipment and care, donkeys can carry up to 30% of their 
body weight. 

 
5. Donkeys originated from the desert and are naturally adapted to hot 

and dry climates. Their body systems (digestive and feet) are built 
for survival in rough terrain. 

 
6. Donkeys have large ears that help them hear over long distances. They 

are also used for temperate regulation. 
 
7. Donkeys will form strong bonds with their companions. They dislike 

being separate and can show signs of stress and grief if their 
companion is out of sight or passes away. 

 
8. Donkeys have their own breeds with more than 180 around the world. 
 
9. Donkeys have adapted to a large range of climates and are found on 

every continent except Antarctica. 
 
10. Donkeys are social animals and love attention and affection from their 

human companions. Most love a good ear rub, or bum scratch.
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Now It‛s Your Turn! 
Draw your own donkey here 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Kids‛ drawings that are scanned may be included in a promotional video on Saplings  
social media. Email drawings to lisa@onethousandtrees.com by the end of the month.


