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Did You Know? 
(10 fun facts about horses) 

 
1. Horses have the biggest eyes of any land animal! With their wide-set placement, 

they can see nearly 360° around them. Yet they do have two blind spots: one right 
in front of their nose and one right behind their tail. 

 
2. Unlike people, horses can only breathe through their nostrils, not their mouths. 

This helps them get enough air while running fast. 
 
3. Horses can snooze while standing, thanks to a clever “stay apparatus” in their legs 

that locks their joints. For deep dreaming in REM sleep, though, they need to lie 
down. 

 
4. Horses can rotate their ears almost a full circle to hear everything around them. 

Their hearing is so sharp that they can even pick up a human heartbeat from four 
feet (1.2 metres) away! 

 
5. Horses can react in the blink of an eye - literally! They can go from standing still 

to kicking in less than half a second. Since they are prey animals, their super-fast 
reflexes help them stay safe from danger in the wild. 

 
6. Baby horses, called foals, can stand up within an hour of birth and even run just 

a few hours later. They have even been known to buck and frolic within the first 
24 hours of being born! 

 
7. A horse‛s heart can weigh about 10 pounds, and is about the size of a basketball! 

To keep that big heart pumping, they drink up to 15 gallons (57 litres) of water 
every day. 

 
8. The very first horse lived about 55 million years ago and was called Eohippus. It 

was only the size of a small dog or fox and had little toes instead of hooves! Over 
time, horses grew bigger and stronger, and their toes turned into the single 
hooves we see today. 

 
9. Horses are herd animals who love company. They feel safe with friends, often 

taking turns keeping watch so the others can relax. 
 
10. Horses are like mirrors, reflecting our feelings; they calm down when we are calm, 

and they sense if we are nervous. They also have amazing memories, remembering 
people, places, and horse friends for years.
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Now It‛s Your Turn! 
Draw your own horse here 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


