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Did You Know? 
Ten Fun Facts About Snakes 

 
1. Snakes flick their forked tongues in the air to collect scent particles, 

then stick them into a special organ in the roof of their mouth to figure 
out what's around them. 

 
2. Snakes don‛t have eyelids. Instead of closing their eyes to sleep, snakes 

have a clear scale that covers and protects their eyes. 
 
3. Snakes don't chew their food. They have special, stretchy ligaments that 

let them open their mouths super wide to swallow their meals whole. 
 
4. Unlike humans, who only have 24 ribs, some snakes can have between 200 

and 400 ribs attached to a super-long backbone. 
 
5. As they grow, snakes shed their old skin a few times a year by rubbing 

against rocks or trees in a process called molting. 
 
6. Snakes don't have outside ears. Instead, they feel vibrations from the 

ground using their jawbones to know when someone is coming. 
 
7. Snakes live in deserts, forests, and oceans, but they cannot survive in 

places where the ground stays frozen all year! 
 
8. Certain snakes, like pit vipers and pythons, have special "heat pits" on 

their faces that let them see the body heat of their prey. 
 
9. Most snakes lay eggs, but about 20% of them (like boas and rattlesnakes) 

actually give birth to live baby snakes. 
 
10. Out of the roughly 3,000 different snake species in the world, less than 

10% are venomous, and most are shy and prefer to slither away from 
people. 
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Now It‛s Your Turn! 
Draw your own snake here 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


