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Did You Know? 
Ten Fun Facts About Sharks 

 
1. Sharks have lived on Earth for over 450 million years, making them older 

than trees and even Saturn's rings. 
 
2. A shark‛s skeleton isn't made of hard bone. It's made of cartilage, which 

is the same bendy, flexible stuff that forms your nose and the tips of 
your ears. 

 
3. Shark skin feels exactly like sandpaper because it is covered in tiny, 

tooth-like scales called dermal denticles (literally "skin teeth").  
 
4. Great white sharks have up to 300 teeth in their mouths. When they fall 

out, new ones grow right in, meaning they can lose and regrow up to 
30,000 teeth in a lifetime! 

 
5. The biggest shark is the whale shark. They can grow up to 50 feet long, 

but they are gentle giants that only eat tiny plankton instead of large 
prey. 

 
6. The dwarf lantern shark is the smallest shark in the world and can 

comfortably fit in your hand. Some of these tiny deep-sea sharks even 
glow in the dark!  

 
7. Sharks have special sensors around their noses that pick up electricity. 

This acts like a secret "sixth sense" to help them find animals hidden in 
the dark or under the sand. 

 
8. Great white sharks have an amazing sense of smell. They can sniff out a 

single drop of blood in a large swimming pool from up to three miles away! 
9. While a group of puppies is a litter, a group of sharks swimming together 

is called a "shiver." 
 
10.Some Greenland sharks, which live in the freezing Arctic, can live for 

over 400 years, making them the longest-living vertebrates on Earth! 
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Now It‛s Your Turn! 
Draw your own shark here 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


