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Did You Know? 
Ten Fun Facts About Bears 

 
 
1. Instead of true hibernation, bears enter "torpor," a deep sleep where 

their heart rate slows but they can still wake up. 
 
2. A bear's sense of smell is far superior to a dog‛s, allowing them to 

detect food from several miles away. 
 
3. Despite their heavy build, grizzlies can run faster than the fastest 

human, reaching speeds of 48 km per hour. 
  
4. Wild brown bears have been observed using rocks to scratch itchy 

spots on their fur. 
 
5. Grizzly cubs weigh less than a pound at birth, despite growing into 

massive adults. 
 
6. Like humans, bears are plantigrade, meaning they walk on the soles of 

their feet, which allows them to stand upright. 
 
7. Bears have complex social structures and use a range of vocalizations 

and scents to communicate with other bears in their territory. 
 
8. Black bears, in particular, are adept at climbing trees, sometimes using 

them for protection or to build dens. 
 
9. Black bear cubs love to play, including riding on tree saplings, playing 

on trampolines, and splashing in swimming pools. 
 
10. Bears have the larger brain size of any carnivore. 
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Now It‛s Your Turn! 
Draw your own bear here 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Kids‛ drawings that are scanned may be included in a promotional video on Saplings  
social media. Email drawings to lisa@onethousandtrees.com by the end of the month.


