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Derek Smith was born and raised in Northern Ontario, which is where he developed his 
love of all the wild animals around him. Derek relocated to Guelph many years ago, and 
he still is amazed watching all the different wildlife in his backyard that is like a forest of 
wildlife to keep him entertained. 
 
He discovered a love for writing children’s books with his first book, Miss Daisy’s 
Wonderful World of Adventure, followed by I’m Not Afraid Anymore! and the newly 
released It Hurts When I Get Bullied. 
 
All of Derek’s books feature animals as the main characters, and all of them have 
empowering messages for children and adults alike. 
 


